
LICENCES, LEASES AND THE MYSTERY 
OF POSSESSION: PLUS ÇA CHANGE 
MONDAY 6 JUNE 2022

THE SUPREME COURT ON SAAMCO: 
HAS IT REACHED THE SUMMIT? 
MONDAY 13 JUNE 2022

VALUATION: KEEPING TRUE TO THE 
PRINCIPLES 
WEDNESDAY 22 JUNE 2022

RIGHTS OF LIGHT: CHALLENGING 
ORTHODOXY 
MONDAY 27 JUNE 2022

SPEAKERS (IN EVENT ORDER):

Professor Martin Dixon

Philip Sissons

Lady Justice Carr DBE

Mark Sefton QC

Maggie Stobo

John McGhee QC

Bryan Johnston

All lectures take place at the  
LSE, New Academic Building,  
54 Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London. 
Large (400 seat) auditorium, 
enabling social distancing for 
those who wish. In-person 
attendance encouraged, but 
on-line joining available. Ticket 
price includes canapé reception, 
with unrivalled chance to network 
among all the professions.

Supported by: Net surplus to benevolent associations of:
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BLUNDELL LECTURES
TOPICAL ISSUES IN PROPERTY LAW

LICENCES, LEASES AND THE 
MYSTERY OF POSSESSION: 
PLUS ÇA CHANGE 

Speakers: Professor Martin Dixon, 
Professor of the Law of Real Property, 
Cambridge University and Philip Sissons, 
Falcon Chambers 
Chair: Catherine Taskis QC

It is over 30 years since Street v 
Mountford and Ashburn Anstalt v Arnold
appeared to have put to rest the ‘heresy’ 
of a proprietary licence.  However, recent 
decisions suggest that the courts remain 
prepared to imbue licences with at 
least some proprietary characteristics.  
Professor Martin Dixon examines whether 
we are returning to a time when the 
simple distinction between licences and 
interests in land is breaking down.  Is our 
concept of possession more subtle than 
previously we might have imagined?  
Philip Sissons considers the practical 
consequences of these developments and 
whether a binary lease/licence distinction 
fi ts comfortably with modern commercial 
requirements for the fl exible use of 
property, including possible connotations 
under the Electronic Communications 
Code.

Monday 6 June 2022 – 6pm-8pm
LSE, New Academic Building,
54 Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London WC2A 3LJ

THE SUPREME COURT ON 
SAAMCO: HAS IT REACHED THE 
SUMMIT?

Speakers: Lady Justice Carr DBE
Chair: Janet Bignell QC

Almost 25 years on, the Supreme Court 
has reconsidered the seminal SAAMCo
principle in Manchester Building Society v 
Grant Thornton [2021] UKSC 20 and Khan 
v Meadows [2021] UKSC 21. The Supreme 
Court again climbed the fi ctitious 
mountain, advancing a new conceptual 
framework for analysing the scope of duty 
principle. The new roadmap repositions 
both the role and importance of the 
SAAMCo principle. Have these decisions 
brought clarity and consistency to the law 
of professional negligence? Lady Justice 
Carr examines this and other questions 
designed to explore the legal and practical 
consequences of these two important 
decisions.

Monday 13 June 2022 – 6pm-8pm
LSE, New Academic Building, 
54 Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London WC2A 3LJ

REASONS TO ATTEND

  Cutting edge of property law

  Eminent speakers

  Practical and relevant

  Detailed written papers post event

  Interactive Q&A

   Networking with members of the 3 
professions over drinks and canapés

   1.5 hours of technical content per 
lecture for CPD

     Supporting your professional body’s 
benevolent fund (£9,000 donated 
in 2019 and 2021. Lectures available 
without charge in 2020).



VALUATION: KEEPING TRUE TO 
THE PRINCIPLES

Speakers: Mark Sefton QC, Falcon 
Chambers and Maggie Stobo, Director, 
MFS Resolution 
Chair: Oliver Radley-Gardner QC

Rental valuation is often at the heart of 
property disputes. But the process of 
valuation, and the legal rules that govern 
that process, can be hard to understand 
and harder still to apply.  Even in very 
familiar contexts, questions of what to 
value and how to value it can give rise 
to disagreement (as the recent Landlord 
and Tenant Act 1954 case of HPUT v. 
Boots vividly illustrates). But potential for 
confusion exists in valuation disputes of 
all types, affecting all sorts of commercial 
property – a situation arguably made 
worse by the economic effects of the 
Covid pandemic. Mark Sefton QC and 
Maggie Stobo will aim to strip the rules 
and process of valuation back to their 
fi rst principles, and then to look with a 
clearer eye at some of the ongoing and 
unresolved arguments in this fi eld.

Wednesday 22 June 2022 – 6pm-8pm
LSE, New Academic Building, 
54 Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London WC2A 3LJ

RIGHTS OF LIGHT: CHALLENGING 
ORTHODOXY

Speakers: John McGhee QC, Wilberforce 
Chambers and Bryan Johnston, Head of 
Real Estate Litigation, Dentons 
Chair: Jonathan Karas QC

Rights of light disputes are increasingly 
adversarial.  It is now common for 
proceedings to be commenced and, 
although most cases are settled some, 
such as Beaumont v Florala, have recently 
got to trial.  The approach taken by rights 
of light surveyors to assessing light loss 
and by the courts in assessing damages 
in cases such as Tamares v Fairpoint 
Properties has not so far been seriously 
challenged.  All this is likely to change.  
Our speakers identify the main areas of 
debate that are likely to arise and how 
they are likely to be resolved.

Monday 27 June 2022 – 6pm-8pm
LSE, New Academic Building, 
54 Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London WC2A 3LJ

Blundell is the gold standard in property law lectures. Their annual 

series of seminars is a key fi xture of the real estate calendar and an 

absolute must for any self-respecting property practitioner – whether 

a mere beginner or seasoned pro. The mix of stellar quality speakers, 

leading edge subject matters and sheer intellectual rigour that you 

get from Blundell lectures remains truly unsurpassed.

Mathew Ditchburn
Partner and Head of Real Estate Disputes, Hogan Lovells and Chair, Property Litigation 
Association

“

“
blundelllectures.org



Terms and Conditions 
•  The organisers reserve the right to vary the 

programme/speakers if circumstances dictate.

•  The organisers accept no responsibility for 
views expressed or contained in conference 
documentation.

•  Registration is considered as binding 
immediately. Payment is required on registration. 

•  Once your booking has been made cancellations 
will not be accepted. No refunds will be issued.

•  Tickets are non-transferable.

•  Once booking has been received an automated 
confi rmation email will be sent to the address 
provided of the person who made the booking 
with a VAT receipt.  Please check your ‘junk box’ 
if not received in your inbox within 5 mins of 
booking.

•  Tickets to attend in person and a link to join the 
lecture remotely will be issued separately by 
email a week in advance of each lecture to the 
email address provided on the booking for the 
delegate. Again if not received in your ‘inbox’ 
please check your ‘junk box’.

•  Each ticket only allows access to one person 
to attend/view the Lecture.   Links must not 
be shared or viewed by more than one person.   
Observing these terms will maximise the 
amount raised for the professional charities.

•  Speakers’ papers and access to recordings will 
be supplied electronically post event.

The Blundell Series continues its tradition of forward thinking
discussions on key developments in property law and practice.

These lively debates are an indispensable practical aid to all
practitioners and make a substantial annual contribution to the

development of the professions involved.

Learning objective: to improve my 
knowledge and understanding of current 
trends and important developments in 
property law and related topics in the 
Business and Property Courts.

Learning rationale: To enable me 
to maintain and further develop my 
competence and performance in my core 
areas of practice.

blundelllectures.org

Lecture Format & Timing: 
Refreshments will be served from
6pm. Each lecture will start at
6.30pm + fi nish c.8pm

Price: £75 + VAT = £90 for each lecture 
or £300 + VAT = £360 for all four.

Ticket Includes:
   Attendance in person at LSE / access 

to join remotely 
   Networking and canapé reception
   The Lecture followed by Q&A
   Speakers’ written papers
   Access to zoom recording (Lecture 

only) for up to 3 months post event.

Special Offer: If you purchase a
complete set of 4 Lecture tickets at
full price you are entitled to buy a
second half price set, at the same
time, for use by a colleague of
under 4 years PQE

Enquiries:
If you have any questions or haven’t 
received your confi rmation of booking 
or tickets please contact Lucinda 
Howe at Quadrilect Conferences  
Email: lucinda@quadrilect.co.uk  
Tel: 07879 228775

TO BOOK ON-LINE (by card payment)
visit: blundelllectures.org


